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Results: Detection of six genotypes among 16 wild isolates is an indication of a population with a potentially high level of diversity. We assume that, with inclusion of more field isolates, it is very likely that even higher diversity may be observed within the studied isolates.
The different patterns displayed by the Iranians and the laboratory strain in this work might explain the independent evolutionary pathways these have gone through to evolve from their ancestral clones.
Conclusion: Further description on population genetic of MAP in Iran urges for more epidemiological work using similar and alternative standard genotyping system.
